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Today societies are intensely shaped by the unprecedented mobility of people. Migration has come to be one of the 
defining issues of the twenty-first century and a major interdisciplinary field of enquiry in the social sciences. In this sense, 
studying migration is a critical tool in understanding the interconnections and dynamic links between the global and the 
local which has been clearly intensified by the massive human mobility both within and across national borders.  

Grasping the importance of the movement of people that has always played a central role in global processes of social, 
economic and political change, the Migration Research Center at Koç University (MiReKoc) which was established in 
August 2004, pursues the following goals: 

 developing the research capacity on migration issues in Turkey;  

 providing collaboration among researchers and strengthening Turkish research capacities in these fields;  

 connecting the migration issues in Turkey with those in neighboring areas in Europe, Asia and Africa;   

 improving the translation of scholarly migration research findings to assist in the policymaking process;  

 providing a better understanding of how migration issues are interrelated to various social,  economic, cultural 
and political  issues of domestic and international, or local and global settings.  
 

Providing opportunities for research on migration issues at the theoretical and empirical level from different disciplinary 
angles, MiReKoc promotes multidisciplinary and interdisciplinary research practices. In both cases, originality is the main 
concern being evaluated. Whereas quantitative and qualitative research are considered equally important, MiReKoc 
encourages the use of a wider diversity of research methods, such as survey research, ethnographic research, fieldwork 
and archival research. The main disciplines which contribute to MiReKoc are economics, sociology, anthropology, political 
science, international relations, history, law, demography, urban studies, geography, psychology and education. 

Within the context of these goals and concerns cited above, MiReKoc holds an annual call for research grants for 
qualified graduate students working on Turkey related migration issues to submit their own original research proposal to 
MiReKoc.  

In the 2012-2013 period, MiReKoc is holding a thematically-open (T-O) research competition. The T-O Research Grant 
Competition is open to any project on Turkey-related migration issues that fits within MiReKoc’s general criterion of 
migration research. MiReKoc encourages research proposals on various newly emerging migration topics, as well as 
topics which are already better documented and researched yet require some new inquiry, with clear justifications.  The 
program language is in English and Turkish. 

Graduate students who are Turkish citizens are eligible to apply for the grants. Temporary residence outside Turkey does 
not prohibit eligibility. The deadline is June 22, 2012. 

For further information, contact the MiReKoc office:  

MiReKoc, Dept. of International Relations, Koç University, Rumelifeneri Yolu 34450 Sarıyer İstanbul Turkey  
Tel: +90 212 338 1635, +90 338 1689 Fax: +90 212 338 1642  

http://mirekoc.ku.edu.tr, email: mirekoc@ku.edu.tr. 

mailto:mirekoc@ku.edu.tr

